
P.O. Box 7113, 
Albany, New 
York 12224 • 
PH: 518-432-
1505 • www.
empirecenter.

EM
PI

R
E 

  
  

  
C

EN
TE

R
   

 

R E S E A R C H  &  DATA

www.empirecenter.org

 
 
 
 

 
December 2017 

 

NY out-migration tops 1m since 2010 
 

New York lost another 190,508 residents to other states during the year ending 
last July 1, bringing the state’s total domestic migration change since 2010 to a 
net loss of more than 1 million people, according to the U.S. Census Bureau’s 
annual population estimates. 

 
The state’s “net domestic migration” loss in the latest 12-month period is 
roughly equal to the total for 2015-16. New York’s outflow of 1,022,071 people 
since the 2010 decennial census has exceeded any other state’s, both in absolute 
terms and as a share of population as measured by the 2010 census.  
 
As of July 1, New York’s estimated population of 19,849,399 was up 13,113 
from the previous year’s adjusted estimate. This reflected offsetting gains from 
foreign immigration, which added 130,411 residents to the state, and “natural 
increase” (births minus deaths), which added 73,090. Only California and Flor-
ida attracted more foreign immigrants than New York, and only California and 
Texas had higher natural gains.  
 
The new data put New York further behind Florida, which gained another 
327,811 residents in 2016-17. Texas, the second most populous state, led all 
states with a gain of 399,734 residents in that period. In percentage terms, Ida-
ho, Nevada, Utah, Washington and Florida topped the list for 2015-16 growth.  
 
The chart below shows that New York has been losing residents to other states 
since at least 1961, the earliest year for which data are available. The 2010-17 
loss of just over 1 million is actually less than the net migration outflow of near-
ly 1.6 million during the comparable period of 2000-07. Six-year cumulative 
migration data for all states are detailed on the back page. 
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Components of Migration, 2010-17 
          
 

Foreign Immigration Domestic Migration Net Migration 

 
Total Rate1 Rank2 Total Rate1 Rank2 Total  Rate1 Rank2 

Alabama 32,085 0.67% 47 1,153 0.02% 23 33,238 0.70% 32 
Alaska 14,403 2.03% 14 -37,492 -5.28% 51 -23,089 -3.25% 50 
Arizona 98,369 1.54% 22 278,290 4.35% 8 376,659 5.89% 10 
Arkansas 21,638 0.74% 44 7,222 0.25% 21 28,860 0.99% 27 
California 1,072,076 2.88% 11 -556,710 -1.49% 33 515,366 1.38% 23 
Colorado 68,606 1.36% 28 276,485 5.50% 3 345,091 6.86% 5 
Connecticut 119,948 3.36% 8 -153,276 -4.29% 47 -33,328 -0.93% 44 
Delaware 17,804 1.98% 15 25,824 2.88% 14 43,628 4.86% 12 
District of Columbia 27,125 4.51% 2 30,787 5.12% 6 57,912 9.62% 2 
Florida 910,841 4.84% 1 1,025,261 5.45% 4 1,936,102 10.30% 1 
Georgia 174,666 1.80% 19 163,536 1.69% 17 338,202 3.49% 16 
Hawaii 54,605 4.01% 6 -42,456 -3.12% 45 12,149 0.89% 29 
Idaho 11,484 0.73% 46 61,332 3.91% 9 72,816 4.65% 13 
Illinois 219,051 1.71% 20 -642,821 -5.01% 49 -423,770 -3.30% 51 
Indiana 72,793 1.12% 34 -57,864 -0.89% 29 14,929 0.23% 33 
Iowa 42,037 1.38% 27 -17,695 -0.58% 25 24,342 0.80% 30 
Kansas 42,586 1.49% 25 -83,158 -2.91% 44 -40,572 -1.42% 47 
Kentucky 45,944 1.06% 37 -12,593 -0.29% 24 33,351 0.77% 31 
Louisiana 51,286 1.13% 33 -47,701 -1.05% 31 3,585 0.08% 35 
Maine 9,815 0.74% 45 3,968 0.30% 20 13,783 1.04% 26 
Maryland 198,001 3.43% 7 -112,092 -1.94% 40 85,909 1.49% 22 
Massachusetts 292,266 4.46% 4 -98,948 -1.51% 34 193,318 2.95% 18 
Michigan 150,756 1.53% 24 -225,302 -2.28% 42 -74,546 -0.75% 41 
Minnesota 103,720 1.96% 16 -32,518 -0.61% 26 71,202 1.34% 24 
Mississippi 14,512 0.49% 48 -59,667 -2.01% 41 -45,155 -1.52% 48 
Missouri 55,209 0.92% 39 -57,375 -0.96% 30 -2,166 -0.04% 36 
Montana 2,503 0.25% 51 37,304 3.77% 10 39,807 4.02% 14 
Nebraska 30,047 1.65% 21 -12,289 -0.67% 27 17,758 0.97% 28 
Nevada 50,992 1.89% 17 145,131 5.37% 5 196,123 7.26% 4 
New Hampshire 14,210 1.08% 36 2,875 0.22% 22 17,085 1.30% 25 
New Jersey 376,951 4.29% 5 -395,160 -4.49% 48 -18,209 -0.21% 38 
New Mexico 17,710 0.86% 42 -55,903 -2.71% 43 -38,193 -1.85% 49 
New York 869,570 4.49% 3 -1,022,071 -5.27% 50 -152,501 -0.79% 43 
North Carolina 146,628 1.54% 23 327,631 3.44% 13 474,259 4.97% 11 
North Dakota 9,953 1.48% 26 39,178 5.82% 1 49,131 7.30% 3 
Ohio 137,973 1.20% 32 -192,615 -1.67% 38 -54,642 -0.47% 40 
Oklahoma 46,472 1.24% 29 28,125 0.75% 19 74,597 1.99% 21 
Oregon 46,313 1.21% 31 181,252 4.73% 7 227,565 5.94% 9 
Pennsylvania 234,870 1.85% 18 -214,426 -1.69% 39 20,444 0.16% 34 
Rhode Island 31,796 3.02% 9 -33,615 -3.19% 46 -1,819 -0.17% 37 
South Carolina 40,008 0.86% 41 264,781 5.72% 2 304,789 6.59% 6 
South Dakota 8,969 1.10% 35 11,890 1.46% 18 20,859 2.56% 19 
Tennessee 66,412 1.05% 38 178,125 2.81% 15 244,537 3.85% 15 
Texas 672,750 2.68% 12 944,018 3.75% 11 1,616,768 6.43% 7 
Utah 33,614 1.22% 30 50,162 1.81% 16 83,776 3.03% 17 
Vermont 5,352 0.86% 43 -10,179 -1.63% 37 -4,827 -0.77% 42 
Virginia 237,242 2.97% 10 -53,500 -0.67% 28 183,742 2.30% 20 
Washington 172,855 2.57% 13 249,052 3.70% 12 421,907 6.27% 8 
West Virginia 5,291 0.29% 50 -28,380 -1.53% 35 -23,089 -1.25% 46 
Wisconsin 50,956 0.90% 40 -68,738 -1.21% 32 -17,782 -0.31% 39 
Wyoming 2,563 0.45% 49 -8,838 -1.57% 36 -6,275 -1.11% 45 

          1 Rate is percentage of population in previous decennial census. 
2 Rate ranked from highest to lowest 

Source: U.S. Census Bureau 

              
—E.J. McMahon 


